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"Frank" er den vanvittig originale komedie med stænk af dramatik om den unge Jon (Domhnall Gleeson), der så gerne vil være musiker. Det går op for Jon, at han har bevæget sig ud, hvor han ikke kan bunde, da han lader sig indlemme i et band bestående af excentriske popmusikere ledet af den gådefulde Frank (Michael Fassbender), som altid bærer en stor maske. Døgnet rundt, alle 24 timer. Når de øver, når de optræder, når han spiser og når han sover. Hvem er denne Frank? Hvad er hans hemmelighed?
Acclaimed Irish director Lenny Abrahamson follows up his award-winning films Adam & Paul, Garage and What Richard Did with an offbeat comedy about a young wannabe musician, Jon (Domhnall Gleeson), who finds himself out of his depth when he joins an avant-garde pop band led by the mysterious and enigmatic Frank (Michael Fassbender), a musical genius who hides himself inside a large fake head, and his terrifying bandmate Clara (Maggie Gyllenhaal).

Written by Jon Ronson (The Men Who Stare At Goats) and Peter Straughan (Tinker Tailor Soldier Spy, The Men Who Stare At Goats), FRANK is based on the memoir by Jon Ronson. It is a fictional story loosely inspired by Frank Sidebottom, the persona of cult musician and comedy legend Chris Sievey, as well as other outsider musicians like Daniel Johnston and Captain Beefheart.

Lenny Abrahamson was born in Dublin in 1966. His first short film, 3 Joes, won the Best European Short Film Award. His first feature film, Adam & Paul, a stylized, down beat comedy written by Mark O’Halloran and released in 2004. Adam & Paul won the Best First Feature award at the 2004 Galway Film Fleadh and the Grand Prix at the 2005 Sofia International Film Festival.

His second feature film, Garage, was selected for Director’s Fortnight at the 2007 Cannes Film Festival and won the CICAE Art and Essai award. The film also won the awards for Best Film, Best Director, Best Script and Best Actor at the 2008 Irish Film and Television Awards (IFTAs).

What Richard Did, his third feature, was released in 2012 to critical acclaim. The film, written by Malcolm Campbell, presents a stark portrait of a privileged Dublin teen whose world unravels over one summer night. What Richard Did premiered at the 2012 Toronto International Film Festival and was also selected for the 2012BFI London Film Festival and the 2013 Tribeca Film Festival.

Lenny is developing a number of projects with Element Pictures including an adaptation of the critically and commercially acclaimed novel Room, written by author Emma Donoghue. He is also developing a film based on Sarah Waters’ novel The Little Stranger with Potboiler and Film4.
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Born in Germany, and raised in Killarney, Ireland, MICHAEL FASSBENDER is a graduate of London’s prestigious Drama Centre. His breakthrough role came when he was cast in the epic Steven Spielberg/Tom Hanks production, Band of Brothers. His big screen debut came with Zack Snyder’s hugely successful 300.

Fassbender’s performance as Bobby Sands in Steve McQueen’s Hunger won large critical acclaim and, following the film’s Camera D’Or winning premiere at Cannes in 2008, Fassbender scooped up numerous international festival awards including the British Independent Film Award (BIFA) and Irish Film & Television Award (IFTA) for Best Actor; a London Film Critics Circle Award; and Best Actor honours from the 2008 Stockholm and Chicago International Film Festivals. He was honoured at the latter festival the following year as Best Supporting Actor for his performance in Andrea Arnold’s Fish Tank. The portrayal brought him BIFA and IFTA nominations as well as his second London Film Critics Award. He was also an IFTA nominee for his performance in Marc Munden’s mini-series The Devil’s Whore.

He went onto work with Quentin Tarantino in Inglourious Basterds opposite Brad Pitt and Diane Kruger. Other credits include Francois Ozon’s Angel, Joel Schumacher’s Town Creek, James Watkin’s Eden Lake, Neil Marshall’s Centurion, and Jimmy Hayward’s Jonah Hex.

In 2011, Fassbender was seen as the young Magneto opposite James McAvoy’s Professor X in Matthew Vaughn’s X-Men First Class, a role he will reprise in Bryan Singer’s X-Men First Class: Days of Future Past. He was also seen in David Cronenberg’s A Dangerous Method and Jane Eyre. He reteamed with Hunger director Steve McQueen to play a sex addict in Shame, which won him the Volpi Cup for Best Actor at the 2011 Venice Film Festival, the Irish Film & Television Award for Best Actor, a BAFTA nomination for Best Actor as well as a Golden Globe nomination for Best Actor. He was also the recipient of numerous international awards and nominations in Evening Standard British Film Award for Best Actor for Jane Eyre and Shame, the London Critics Circle Film Award for Best Actor for Shame and A Dangerous Method, the Los Angeles Film Critics Association Award for Best Actor for X-Men First Class, Jane Eyre, A Dangerous Method, and Shame, and the National Board of Review’s Spotlight Award for A Dangerous Method, X-Men First Class, Jane Eyre and Shame. He also took the Empire Hero Award at the Empire Awards.

In 2012, Fassbender was seen as the android David in Ridley Scott’s Prometheus. Fassbender reteamed once again with Scott in The Counselor. 
In McQueen’s critically acclaimed Twelve Years a Slave, based on the incredible true story of Solomon Northup (Chiwetel Ejiofor), a free black man from upstate New York who is abducted and sold into slavery, and his subsequent fight for survival and freedom, Fassbender plays Edwin Epps, a malevolent slaveowner. Epps prides himself on being a"slave breaker" and is tested by the resilience and intellect of Northup.

DOMNHALL GLEESON - Jon

Domhnall Gleeson was chosen as one of Variety’s 10 Actors to Watch and received an Acting Award as part of the Hamptons International Film Festival Breakthrough Performers Program at the 20th Annual Festival in October 2012. Domhnall is currently shooting Unbroken directed by Angelina Jolie and he most recently completed filming Ex Machina, directed by Alex Garland, in which he plays the lead role of Caleb. The film also stars Oscar Isaac and Alicia Vikander. Other recent projects include John Michael McDonagh’s Calvary, Charlie Brooker’s Black Mirror: Be Right Back for Channel 4, About Time directed by Richard Curtis for Working Title, and Joe Wright’s Anna Karenina alongside Keira Knightley, Jude Law, and Alicia Vikander.

Other projects include the critically-acclaimed Sensation, directed by Tom Hall, Dredd directed by Pete Travis, Shadow Dancer, directed by James Marsh, the Coen brothers’ True Grit (opposite Jeff Bridges and Josh Brolin), Mark Romanek’s Never Let Me Go (alongside Carey Mulligan and Andrew Garfield), Ian Fitzgibbon's Perrier’s Bounty and Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows: Parts I & II, directed by David Yates. His other film work includes A Dog Year for HBO films opposite Jeff Bridges, Studs, Boy Eats Girl, and the Oscar-winning short, Six Shooter.

Theatre work includes Macbeth, directed by Selina Cartmell, Great Expectations directed by Alan Stanford, Chimps directed by Wilson Milam, Well of the Saints directed by Garry Hynes, She Stoops to Conquer directed by Patrick Mason at The Abbey Theatre, and The Gate Theatre’s production of American Buffalo directed by Mark Brokaw.

In 2006 Domhnall was nominated for a Tony Award in the category of Best Featured Actor, for the Broadway production of Lieutenant of Inish more, directed by Wilson Milam. Other awards for the same role include a Lucille Lortel Nomination for Outstanding Featured Actor and a Drama League Citation - Excellence in Performance. Domhnall won an Irish Film and Television Academy Award for his performance in Nicholas Renton’s When Harvey Met Bob, in which he starred as Sir Bob Geldof opposite Ian Hart as Harvey Goldsmith. He was also named as a Shooting Star at the 2011 Berlin International Film Festival.

Domhnall is also a writer/director whose short film Noreen was featured at the 2011 Tribeca, Boston, San Francisco, and Newport Beach film festivals. Domhnall’s father, Brendan Gleeson, and brother, Brian Gleeson, also star in the film
MAGGIE GYLLENHALL - Clara
Maggie Gyllenhaal is one of the great young actresses of today. She gained critical acclaim and an Oscar nomination for "Best Supporting Actress" for her portrayal of Jean Craddock in Crazy Heart alongside Jeff Bridges, further exemplifying her talent and versatility as an actress. After receiving rave reviews out of the 2002 Sundance competition for her starring role opposite James Spader in Lion’s Gate’s Secretary, she went on to receive a Golden Globe nomination for “Best Actress in a Comedy or Musical”, an Independent Spirit Award nomination for “Best Actress”, a Chicago Film Critics’ Award for “Most Promising Performer”, A Boston Film Critics’ Award for “Best Actress”, a National Board of Review Award for “Breakthrough Performance” and an IFP/ Gotham “Breakthrough Performance” Award.

Maggie made her feature film debut in 1992, alongside Jeremy Irons and Ethan Hawke in Waterland. This was followed by a memorable performance as “Raven”, the Satan-worshipping make-up artist in John Waters’ quirky Hollywood satire, Cecil B. Demented, which led her to a co-starring role in Donnie Darko, a fantasy-thriller about disturbed adolescence.

Years later, back at Sundance in 2007, Maggie starred in Sherrybaby; she played a female convict struggling to overcome her drug addiction and regain custody of her daughter. The film was well-received by critics and garnered her second Golden Globe nomination, this time for Best Actress in a Motion Picture-Drama. 

She was Rachel Dawes in the Warner Bros. box office hit Dark Knight directed by Chris Nolan. She was also seen in Sam Mendes’s Away We Go.

In August 2006, Maggie was seen in Trust the Man and in Oliver Stone’s World Trade Center. She also starred in Marc Forster’s Stranger Than Fiction. In the past few years, she appeared in Casa De Los Babys and Mike Newell’s Mona Lisa Smile, Spike Jonze’s Adaptation, Nanny McPhee, The Big Bang, Hysteria, Won’t Back Down and most recently in White House Down.
SCOOT McNAIRY - Don

Scoot McNairy is an award winning actor and producer. Most recently he starred in Ben Affleck’s Argo, Non-Stop and Twelve Years a Slave.
McNairy was nominated for Best Actor at the 2010 British Independent Film Awards for his work in the critically acclaimed film Monsters. His film In Search of a Midnight Kiss, which he both starred in and produced, won the John Cassavetes award at the 2009 Independent Spirit Awards. 
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FRANK

An Element Pictures / Runaway Fridge Films production for Film 4 – BFI – Protagonist Pictures
Directed by Larry Abrahamson
Screenplay by Jon Ronson and Peter Staughan

Produced by David Barron

Cinematography by James Mather

Original Music by Stephen Rennicks

Starring
Michael Fassbender as Frank

Domnhall Gleeson as Jon

Maggie Gyllenhall as Clara

And Scoot McNairy as Don

England/Irland 2014
Længde: 95 min.
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