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Vinder: Grand Jury Prize - Seattle Fim Festival
GIRL ASLEEP
En film af Rosemary Meyers
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Greta Driscoll nærmer sig sin 15-års fødselsdag og det er ikke spor sjovt. I skolen huserer en klike blondiner, der gør deres bedste for at gøre livet surt. På hjemmefronten er hendes overlegne søster bare møgirriterende og forældrene er – som forældre er flest – umulige at tale med, når man er 14 år. Den eneste hun kan række ud efter og nå, er drengen Elliott, hendes endnu mere mærkelige skolekammerat, som hun faktisk er ganske betaget af.
Da hendes mor beslutter at overraske hende med en stor fødselsdagsfest og inviterer alle og enhver, er teenageangsten ved at få overtaget: Greta falder udmattet i søvn midt under festen og slynges ind i en parallelverden, hvor alt er underligt mystisk og underligt, erotisk og temmelig grotesk. Kun dér kan hun finde sig selv.

Om filmen:
Set in the 1970s and boasting an array of captivating performances from its talented Australian cast, including Bethany Whitmore (MENTAL; MARY AND MAX), Harrison Feldman (UPPER MIDDLE BOGAN), Matthew Whittet (THE GREAT GATSBY; MOULIN ROUGE), Eamon Farren (LOVE IS NOW; RED DOG) and Tilda Cobham-Hervey (52 TUESDAYS), GIRL ASLEEP is a journey into the absurd, scary and beautiful heart of the teenage mind. The screenplay, written by Matthew Whittet, is based on the critically acclaimed theatrical work that premiered as part of Windmill Theatre’s trilogy for teenage audiences at the 2014 Adelaide Festival of Arts. 
The film explores the life of Greta Driscoll, who on the cusp of turning fifteen, can’t bear to leave her childhood as it contains all the things that give her comfort in this incomprehensible new world. She floats in a bubble of loserdom with her only friend Elliott, until her parents throw her a surprise 15th birthday party and she’s flung into a parallel place; a world that’s weirdly erotic, a little bit violent and thoroughly ludicrous – only there can she find herself.
Windmill Theatre Artistic Director and Girl Asleep Director Rosemary Myers said, “The teenage psyche is full of beautiful contradiction. It is fragile and ballsy, serious yet kooky, hugely generous and totally unforgiving – it can be loudly public and intensely private. This dualism is a gift for knife-edge drama and some genuinely hilarious and relatable (read ‘cringeworthy’) humour.

One of the unique aspects of this project was the coming together of artists from the world of theatre and film. It was a heady process as we became infected with each other’s imaginations and mutually cracked open our genre-defined world views to envisage and then bring into existence the rich landscapes of Greta’s experience.” 
The film is commissioned by Adelaide Film Festival through the HIVE FUND, which is an Adelaide Film Festival initiative with partners ABC Arts, Screen Australia and Australia Council for the Arts, with additional support from SA Film Corporation and The Ian Potter Foundation. It is produced by Jo Dyer (THE BOY CASTAWAYS; LUCKY MILES) and will be distributed in Australia by KOJO. Producer Jo Dyer added, “Windmill has built a genuine engagement with young audiences and has established a body of theatre work for teenagers that has been critically acclaimed and enjoyed by thousands of young people across Australia.”
DIRECTOR'S STATEMENT - ROSEMARY MEYERS
‘The forest where they go,’ says psychologist Bruno Bettelheim, ‘symbolizes the place in which inner darkness is confronted and worked through; where uncertainty is resolved about who one is; and where one begins to understand who one wants to be.’ Adolescence is like a forest; it’s a time of life that some merrily skip through, some struggle through and for some, a place they enter but never come out the other side. It’s a place of beauty, horror and a place where you can easily come undone.
Over the past six years I have been collaborating with Matthew Whittet to deliver teenage stories to the stage. This time of life, the teenage years, provides us very fertile terrain as it is here we really begin to understand ourselves as individuals, separate from our parents and family, and on the cusp of self-determining who we might be and how we will live. This awareness comes with other realisations, like the parents you may have held on a pedestal are actually fallible, maybe even embarrassing, and that there is a social hierarchy, a pecking order, that must be negotiated and it can be brutal.

In our theatre making we love to capitalize on the live nature of the experience. We rely on our inventiveness and our audience’s imagination to realize impossible things. Our theatre work has been deeply shaped by the screen – the dominant artistic medium of our lifetime – so it was a tremendous adrenaline rush to have the opportunity to use the capacities of this medium; things like multiple locations, editing and point of view, and to make an actual film! But we also wanted to hold dear to our lateral natures evolved in the theatre. Our artists, like scenic designer Jonathon Oxlade and sound designer Luke Smiles, were thrilled to collaborate with film artists, like DOP Andrew Commis and editor Karryn de Cinque. There was lot of creative joy in our coming together and being able to embrace and absorb our respective art forms and create this hybrid storytelling – the realized world of Greta Driscoll and the story of GIRL ASLEEP.

GRETA - BETHANY WHITMORE

After wrapping GIRL ASLEEP, Bethany commenced filming on THE FAMILY LAW for SBS Television, penned by author Benjamin Law and produced by NBC’s Matchbox Pictures.

Bethany’s feature film debut came with PJ Hogan’s MENTAL, opposite Toni Collette, Anthony LaPaglia and Rebecca Gibney. At only six years old, she scored the role of Jaden in the US miniseries THE STARTER WIFE playing Debra Messing’s daughter. She also voiced the eight year old Mary Daisy Dinkle in MARY AND MAX, the animated feature film from Oscar-winning director Adam Elliott, which debuted at Sundance Film Festival. Bethany has studied drama at NIDA, St Martins Youth Theatre and TAFTA. She has appeared in several short films and theatre productions, most notably CAT ON A HOT TIN ROOF for Melbourne Theatre Company.

ELLIOTT - HARRISON FELDMAN

Harrison is best known to television audiences as the slack-jawed Oscar Bright on ABC’s UPPER MIDDLE BOGAN, for which he received a 2014 Logie nomination in the category of Most Popular New Talent. He received his first taste of performance for TV by accident when he was ‘pranked’ by his best friend on the popular children’s comedy PRANK PATROL and from there has thrown himself into the world of comedy and acting with passion and enthusiasm, recently attracting the interest of major US-based management.
CONRAD - MATTHEW WHITTET

Matthew has worked as an actor for the past 17 years, where he has performed extensively across Australia for companies such as Windmill Theatre, Sydney Theatre Company, Malthouse, Belvoir, Bell Shakespeare Company and State Theatre Company of South Australia, with directors such as Rosemary Myers, Neil Armfield, Barrie Kosky, Benedict Andrews and Michael Kantor. His film credits include: THE GREAT GATSBY, SLEEPING BEAUTY, AUSTRALIA, YOU CAN’T STOP THE MURDERS and MOULIN ROUGE. His television credits include: RETURN TO DEVIL’S  PLAYGROUND, MABO, BANANAS IN PAJAMAS, SPIRITED, MY PLACE, SEA PRINCESS, SEA PATROL and ALL SAINTS.


JANET - AMBER McMAHON

Amber McMahon is an award-winning actor who has worked extensively in theatre for the past 12 years. She graduated from Flinders University Drama Centre in 2002 and has since worked across the country and abroad with a host of leading companies including Melbourne Theatre Company, Malthouse Theatre, Sydney Theatre Company, Belvoir Theatre, State Theatre Company of South Australia, Queensland Theatre Company and Windmill Theatre. Amber’s most recent theatre credits include Melbourne Theatre Company’s NORTH BY NORTHWEST, Windmill Theatre’s GIRL ASLEEP, and SCHOOL DANCE, for which she won the 2013 Helpmann Award for Best Supporting Actress in a Play. She was also a founding member of Sydney Theatre Company’s Actors Ensemble, appearing in several productions including THE WAR OF THE ROSES, GALLIPOLI, THE LOST ECHO and THE SEASON AT SARSAPARILLA. Amber has written stand up for corporate, political and creative events as her character Audrey.

ADAM - EAMON FARREN

Eamon Farren graduated from the National Institute of Dramatic Art (NIDA) in 2007 and has worked extensively in film, television and theatre. In film, Eamon has played the role of Jimmy in LUCKY COUNTRY, directed by Kriv Stenders; the role of Roo in BLESSED, directed by Ana Kokkinos; the role of Dave in RED DOG; the role of Harry in the Australian film “X”, directed by Jon Hewitt; the lead role of Rabbit in the US feature film CHAINED, also starring Vincent D’Onofrio and Julia Ormond, and directed by Jennifer Lynch; the role of Patrick in the John Duigan film CARELESS LOVE; the lead role of DEAN in LOVE IS NOW, written and directed by Jim Lounsbury and also starring Claire van der Boom and Anna Torv; the role of Luke in LION, directed by Garth Davies and also starring Rooney Mara, Dev Patel and Nicole Kidman.

Director

ROSEMARY MYERS

Rosemary Myers is the Artistic Director of Windmill Theatre, an award-winning national performing

arts company based in Adelaide, South Australia.

Her directing credits for Windmill include the multi-award winning PINOCCHIO, THE WIZARD OF OZ, FUGITIVE, SCHOOL DANCE, BIG BAD WOLF and GIRL ASLEEP. A multi-Helpmann Award nominated director, her productions regularly visit leading stages and festivals around Australia and the world, including the Sydney Opera House, Melbourne’s International Comedy Festival and New York City’s New Victory Theatre. Prior to Windmill, Rosemary was the Artistic Director of Arena Theatre Company and also the Artistic Director of Queensland Performing Arts Centre’s Out of the Box Festival in 2010. Rosemary has worked independently for ABC Television, Back to Back Theatre Company, Victorian College of the Arts, Queensland Theatre Company and Sydney Theatre Company. In 2006, she was a Creative Director for the Melbourne Commonwealth Games Opening Ceremony. GIRL ASLEEP is Rosemary’s feature film debut.
Writer

MATTHEW WHITTET

Matthew is an actor and writer who has worked extensively in theatre, film and television for the

past 17 years. Matt’s first play TWELVE was workshopped at the National Playwrights Conference

in Perth, 2006. His second was SILVER, directed by Ben Winspear for Belvoir downstairs in which

he also performed solo. In 2010 two further plays premiered in Adelaide; FUGITIVE (Windmill) and

HARBINGER (Brink Productions) beginning what has become an ongoing creative bond with the city

and its audiences. In the same year, Matt was the Philip Parsons Young Playwright Award recipient

sparking the development of the play OLD MAN which premiered downstairs in Belvoir’s 2012 season.

Matt’s collaboration with Windmill has resulted in four plays with GIRL ASLEEP being the most recent.

Its predecessors are the Helpmann and Sydney Theatre Awards-winning SCHOOL DANCE and BIG BAD WOLF. The trilogy of SCHOOL DANCE, FUGITIVE and GIRL ASLEEP ran concurrently at the 2014

Adelaide Festival. 

KEY CAST

Greta - Bethany Whitmore

Elliott - Harrison Feldman

Conrad, Abject Man - Matthew Whittet

Janet, Frozen Woman - Amber McMahon

Adam - Eamon Farren

The Huldra - Tilda Cobham-Hervey

Genevieve - Imogen Archer

Jade - Maiah Stewardson
KEY CREW

Director - Rosemary Myers

Screenplay - Matthew Whittet

Producer - Jo Dyer

Director of Photography - Andrew Commis ACS

Production & Costume Designer - Jonathon Oxlade

Editor - Karryn De Cinque

Composer - Harry Covill

Sound Designer - Luke Smiles

Australien 2015
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Medierådets vurdering: Tilladt over 11 år
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